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ffi rrack#S Antidotum Tarantulae
This is the "antidote" tarantella which was used in the healing rituals in Southem Italy. By the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries medical science was already studying the curing properties of the tarantella. This music

was to put the victim in a calm tranceJike state before or after dancing wildly to release the venom from the

body. I have indicated the various sections which indicates the melodies used during the curing process and

start slow and gradually progress faster. This melody was first transcribed by the Jesuit-alchemist Athanasius

Kircher, in Phonurgia Nov a (167 3) Magnes sive de Arte Magnetica ( I 643) .
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Primus modus Tarantella
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Secundus modus Tarantella
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Tertius modus Tarantella
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Antidotum Tarantulae (2nd part)
GCDmE
hnVhnVL-TV

GC
n, V. v-- b. h, n v rr-.'

CGCAm

Am
nn V

Dm

nV V

E

n

Amr}-.'
Dm

7-
C

7-..
G

7-.
C7-,V Vr^

Am

n_

E
n V

C

nV 7^ V

E
n

Dm

V nV

CAm
Vn Vh

G
nV

V n^ VL Vn Vr7^^V

DmE
r''r V l''l

Dm

V nV
E
t1

DmEAm

G

7-.'
C

7-.
Dm

n-

34

Am

n

DmEAm



C

Vn V

Am
nllV

AmE
n Vn

G

%'
C

Vn V

AmEAm G

%n V n,rY ++l l.
Dm

V NV
G
%

C

Vn
C

Vn V

G

%.

DmnVDmAmEAmn V ,,+ t n v nrV*!3'
GCG
?^^Vn V%. SV

Dm
n VAM

n

Am
nnV

E

Vn
C

VnV
Gb. VS

G

b

35


